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Roads and driving in
Dubai: a practical
operating guide
Before buying or leasing a car, confirm licence eligibility, insurance, registration,

tolls, parking and the true annual cost of mobility.
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IRAA INSIGHTS L IVE,  WORK &  INVEST IN  DUBAI  ·  PERSPECTIVE

Dubai’s road network is extensive, but driving is a regulated activity.

Licence conversion eligibility depends on the issuing country and current

RTA rules; other applicants may need training and testing. Never assume that

an overseas licence remains sufficient after becoming resident.

The Roads and Transport Authority (RTA) publishes service requirements and

the Light Motor Vehicle Handbook. Use these official resources for current

procedures, road signs, safe-driving principles and service channels.

Key facts

LICENCE FIRST Exchange and testing eligibility depends on current

RTA rules and the issuing jurisdiction.

FULL ANNUAL COST Include insurance, registration, tolls, parking,

maintenance and depreciation.

EMERGENCY
NUMBERS

Police 999, ambulance 998 and fire 997 are listed by

the UAE Government.

Resolve the licence before the vehicle

Check whether your existing licence is recognised for exchange and what

documents, eye tests, translations or residence evidence are required. If testing

is necessary, use an RTA-approved driving institute. Requirements can vary

with nationality, licence status and personal circumstances.
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Tourist and resident rules are not interchangeable. Confirm your status, the

vehicle’s insurance conditions and rental-company requirements. Driving

without the correct authority or cover can have serious financial and legal

consequences.

Understand the ownership stack

A vehicle decision includes purchase or lease cost, finance, registration,

inspection where applicable, comprehensive or third-party insurance, parking,

tolls, fuel, tyres, maintenance and depreciation. Compare this with public

transport and taxi use for your actual routine.

Before buying used, verify the vehicle and seller records through official

channels, inspect the car independently and clarify finance settlement. Do not

treat a clean appearance as evidence of mechanical condition or ownership

status.

Plan tolls, parking and daily routes

Salik is Dubai’s electronic road-toll system. Parking zones, operating hours and

payment methods vary; check signs and RTA information at the location.

Navigation estimates can change sharply at school, office and event peaks, so

test recurring journeys.

Keep registration, insurance, toll and maintenance records organised. Set

renewal reminders and update contact information so official notices reach you.

If another person regularly drives the vehicle, confirm licence and insurance

permissions.

4 / 11



Drive for the conditions

Maintain safe distance, observe lane discipline and speed limits, and avoid

mobile-phone distraction. Weather can reduce visibility or create standing

water. Do not enter flooded roads or drive beyond the conditions; follow official

alerts during unusual weather.

In a collision or emergency, use the correct police and emergency process. The

UAE Government lists 999 for police, 998 for ambulance and 997 for fire.

Move or remain in place according to safety needs and official instructions.

Practical checklist

Check resident licence pathway

Confirm insurance before driving

Inspect and verify a used vehicle

Budget tolls and parking

Set registration and service reminders

Save official emergency numbers
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Official sources
SOURCE CHECK Official UAE government references. Links verified 4 August 2026.

1. RTA service portal

2. RTA Light Motor Vehicle Handbook

3. RTA Salik

4. UAE Government: Handling emergencies

Online edition: https://iraaglobal.com/insights/dubai-driving/
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https://www.rta.ae/wps/portal/rta/ae/home/rta-services/service-details?serviceId=648
https://www.rta.ae/wpsv5/eservices/PDF_Catalog/Light_Motor_Handbook_EN.pdf
https://www.salik.ae/
https://u.ae/en/information-and-services/justice-safety-and-the-law/handling-emergencies
https://iraaglobal.com/insights/dubai-driving/


C O N T I N U E  R E A D I N G

More insight for the decisions
ahead.
Keep exploring practical guidance from IRAA Global, or move from reading to a focused

conversation with our advisory team.

More from CA
Pankaj Bhuva

View the contributor profile

and latest articles.

Explore all insights

Browse tax, accounting,

governance and business

guidance.

Corporate Tax &
VAT

Review IRAA Global tax and

compliance capabilities.

Book a consultation

Discuss the priorities and

evidence relevant to your

business.

Tax-readiness quick check

1. Confirm the responsible legal entity and registration position.

2. Reconcile the accounts, tax adjustments and supporting evidence.

3. Document ownership, review and approval before filing.

Continue online: www.iraaglobal.com/insights
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https://iraaglobal.com/insights/contributors/pankaj-bhuva/
https://iraaglobal.com/insights/
https://iraaglobal.com/tax/
https://iraaglobal.com/consultation/
https://iraaglobal.com/insights/


A B O U T  T H E  C O N T R I B U T O R

CA Pankaj Bhuva
AUDIT MANAGER · AUDIT & ASSURANCE

Audit, assurance, controls, UAE compliance, due

diligence, and financial analysis.

PHONE +971 56 921 0222

EMAIL info@iraaglobal.com

PROFILES IRAA Global on LinkedIn · Contributor page and articles

D I S C L A I M E R

IRAA Insights is a digital editorial compilation of blog posts and articles originally published on www.iraaglobal.com. It is not produced or

distributed as a newspaper, magazine or other print-media product. IRAA Global is an audit, tax and advisory firm, not a media agency or

independent news organisation. The material is provided for general information only and does not constitute legal, tax, accounting,

financial, investment or other professional advice. Readers should obtain advice appropriate to their circumstances before acting. While

reasonable care is taken, IRAA Global does not warrant that the content is complete, current or error-free and accepts no liability for

reliance on it, to the extent permitted by law. This description concerns format and purpose only and does not determine any classification

under applicable law.

IRAA Insights brings specialist analysis into a clear editorial format for business leaders, investors, founders, and globally connected families.
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https://www.linkedin.com/company/iraa-global/
https://iraaglobal.com/insights/contributors/pankaj-bhuva/
https://www.iraaglobal.com/


C O M P A N Y  S T R U C T U R E

Our company network.
The IRAA brand operates through affiliated entities registered in Dubai Mainland and a partner-firm arrangement.

Each entity is a separate legal entity and operates independently.

D U B A I  M A I N L A N D

IRAA Accountants LLC

COMPANY ACTIVITY

Accounting, bookkeeping and tax-support

engagements, subject to the agreed scope.

D U B A I  M A I N L A N D

IRAA Management Consultants
LLC

COMPANY ACTIVITY

Management, business and finance advisory

engagements.

D U B A I  M A I N L A N D

IRAA Properties LLC

COMPANY ACTIVITY

Property-related advisory and support activities.

P A R T N E R  F I R M

Rays and Insight Chartered
Accountants LLC

COMPANY ACTIVITY

Audit and assurance engagements delivered through

the partner firm.

Iraa Global LLC FZ owns and manages the IRAA brand. Client services are delivered through the relevant affiliated entity

or partner firm for each engagement.

Company information: www.iraaglobal.com/company 9 / 11

https://iraaglobal.com/company/


IRAA GLOBAL
A U D I T  ·  T A X  ·  A D V I S O R Y

A connected advisory firm for
businesses operating across
borders.
C O R E  S E R V I C E S

Audit & Assurance ? Corporate Tax & VAT ?

Business Setup ? Accounting & Bookkeeping ?

Risk & Regulatory Advisory ? Anti-Crisis Management ?

India-UAE Advisory ? Private Advisory ?
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https://iraaglobal.com/audit/
https://iraaglobal.com/tax/
https://iraaglobal.com/business-setup/
https://iraaglobal.com/accounting-bookkeeping/
https://iraaglobal.com/risk-regulatory-advisory/
https://iraaglobal.com/anti-crisis-management/
https://iraaglobal.com/india-uae-advisory/
https://iraaglobal.com/private-advisory/


IRAA Insights

Insight beyond
numbers.
W H A T  N E X T ?

www.iraaglobal.com/insights

IRAA Global

D U B A I  O F F I C E

503 Mustafawi Carpet Building

Sharaf DG Metro Exit 1

Dubai, United Arab Emirates

C O N T A C T

+971 56 921 0222

+971 50 677 9455

info@iraaglobal.com

www.iraaglobal.com

© 2026 Copyright owned by one or more of the Iraa Global entities. All rights reserved.

Iraa Global refers to the holding entity, Iraa Global LLC FZ, which owns and manages the IRAA
brand and oversees its associated entities. Iraa Global LLC FZ does not directly provide services to
clients.

The IRAA brand operates through a network of affiliated entities, all registered in Dubai Mainland,
including IRAA Accountants LLC, IRAA Management Consultants LLC, IRAA Properties LLC, and
Rays and Insight Chartered Accountants LLC (partner firm). Each entity is a separate legal entity
and operates independently.

Company structure: www.iraaglobal.com/company
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