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Public transport in
Dubai: plan the
network, not one route
Metro, tram, bus, marine transport and taxis work best as one connected

system. The decisive detail is often the last kilometre.
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IRAA INSIGHTS L IVE,  WORK &  INVEST IN  DUBAI  ·  PERSPECTIVE

Dubai’s public-transport network includes Metro Red and Green lines, Dubai

Tram, buses, marine services and regulated taxis. The nol system supports

travel across multiple public modes, while fare calculation depends on zones

and the journey made.

Routes, fares and operating times change. Use the RTA website and official

apps for current information on the day of travel, especially around public

holidays, major events or network works.

Key facts

INTEGRATED TRAVEL Metro, tram, bus and marine journeys can use nol

subject to the product and current fare rules.

FARE BASIS RTA publishes zone-based fares and transfer

conditions.

BEST HOUSING TEST Measure door-to-door time, including the last kilometre

in summer conditions.

Understand zones, cards and transfers

RTA divides the network into zones and publishes the fare structure for nol

products. Choose the card or ticket type that matches residence, frequency and

class of travel. Keep enough balance before entering a paid area and tap

correctly at the start and end of the journey.
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RTA explains that qualifying transfers between modes within the allowed time

can be treated as one journey, subject to its current limits. This can make a bus-

to-Metro trip more efficient, but only if the route and timing work in practice.

Design around the last mile

A building described as “near the Metro” may still involve a hot, indirect or

unsafe walk. Test the exact door-to-platform journey, including crossings, lifts,

station entrances and the return trip after dark. Feeder buses, tram, taxis, cycling

and walking can close the gap.

When choosing a home or office, compare total door-to-door time and reliability

rather than map distance. Check whether the station or bus stop is accessible for

prams, luggage or mobility needs and whether the route remains practical in

summer.

Use each mode for its strength

Metro can provide predictable movement along major corridors; the tram serves

key neighbourhood connections; buses extend coverage; marine transport can be

both functional and location-specific; taxis provide flexible point-to-point travel.

The best routine may combine several.

Build alternatives for late-night journeys, service interruptions and areas outside

rail coverage. For airport trips, account for luggage, terminal location and

operating hours. Regulated taxi and official booking channels reduce

uncertainty.
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Travel safely and accessibly

Follow designated-cabin, priority-seat, platform and crossing rules. Keep bags

clear of doors and avoid blocking movement. RTA publishes accessibility and

service information for People of Determination; confirm the relevant station or

mode when planning a critical journey.

Save the RTA timetable and fare pages rather than relying on a screenshot that

can become outdated. For a recurring commute, test at the actual start and finish

times before committing to housing or employment arrangements.

Practical checklist

Choose the right nol product

Check current fare and balance

Test the exact last-mile route

Save a taxi or alternative route

Confirm holiday operating times

Review accessibility for each station
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Official sources
SOURCE CHECK Official UAE government references. Links verified 4 August 2026.

1. RTA nol fares

2. RTA public-transport timetable

3. RTA public transport

4. RTA journey planner

Online edition: https://iraaglobal.com/insights/dubai-public-transport/
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https://rta.ae/wps/portal/rta/ae/public-transport/Nol-Fares?lang=en
https://rta.ae/wps/portal/rta/ae/public-transport/timetable
https://www.rta.ae/wps/portal/rta/ae/public-transport
https://www.rta.ae/wps/portal/rta/ae/public-transport/journeyplanner
https://iraaglobal.com/insights/dubai-public-transport/


C O N T I N U E  R E A D I N G

More insight for the decisions
ahead.
Keep exploring practical guidance from IRAA Global, or move from reading to a focused

conversation with our advisory team.

More from CA
Pankaj Bhuva

View the contributor profile

and latest articles.

Explore all insights

Browse tax, accounting,

governance and business

guidance.

Corporate Tax &
VAT

Review IRAA Global tax and

compliance capabilities.

Book a consultation

Discuss the priorities and

evidence relevant to your

business.

Tax-readiness quick check

1. Confirm the responsible legal entity and registration position.

2. Reconcile the accounts, tax adjustments and supporting evidence.

3. Document ownership, review and approval before filing.

Continue online: www.iraaglobal.com/insights
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https://iraaglobal.com/insights/contributors/pankaj-bhuva/
https://iraaglobal.com/insights/
https://iraaglobal.com/tax/
https://iraaglobal.com/consultation/
https://iraaglobal.com/insights/


A B O U T  T H E  C O N T R I B U T O R

CA Pankaj Bhuva
AUDIT MANAGER · AUDIT & ASSURANCE

Audit, assurance, controls, UAE compliance, due

diligence, and financial analysis.

PHONE +971 56 921 0222

EMAIL info@iraaglobal.com

PROFILES IRAA Global on LinkedIn · Contributor page and articles

D I S C L A I M E R

IRAA Insights is a digital editorial compilation of blog posts and articles originally published on www.iraaglobal.com. It is not produced or

distributed as a newspaper, magazine or other print-media product. IRAA Global is an audit, tax and advisory firm, not a media agency or

independent news organisation. The material is provided for general information only and does not constitute legal, tax, accounting,

financial, investment or other professional advice. Readers should obtain advice appropriate to their circumstances before acting. While

reasonable care is taken, IRAA Global does not warrant that the content is complete, current or error-free and accepts no liability for

reliance on it, to the extent permitted by law. This description concerns format and purpose only and does not determine any classification

under applicable law.

IRAA Insights brings specialist analysis into a clear editorial format for business leaders, investors, founders, and globally connected families.
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https://www.linkedin.com/company/iraa-global/
https://iraaglobal.com/insights/contributors/pankaj-bhuva/
https://www.iraaglobal.com/


C O M P A N Y  S T R U C T U R E

Our company network.
The IRAA brand operates through affiliated entities registered in Dubai Mainland and a partner-firm arrangement.

Each entity is a separate legal entity and operates independently.

D U B A I  M A I N L A N D

IRAA Accountants LLC

COMPANY ACTIVITY

Accounting, bookkeeping and tax-support

engagements, subject to the agreed scope.

D U B A I  M A I N L A N D

IRAA Management Consultants
LLC

COMPANY ACTIVITY

Management, business and finance advisory

engagements.

D U B A I  M A I N L A N D

IRAA Properties LLC

COMPANY ACTIVITY

Property-related advisory and support activities.

P A R T N E R  F I R M

Rays and Insight Chartered
Accountants LLC

COMPANY ACTIVITY

Audit and assurance engagements delivered through

the partner firm.

Iraa Global LLC FZ owns and manages the IRAA brand. Client services are delivered through the relevant affiliated entity

or partner firm for each engagement.

Company information: www.iraaglobal.com/company 9 / 11

https://iraaglobal.com/company/


IRAA GLOBAL
A U D I T  ·  T A X  ·  A D V I S O R Y

A connected advisory firm for
businesses operating across
borders.
C O R E  S E R V I C E S

Audit & Assurance ? Corporate Tax & VAT ?

Business Setup ? Accounting & Bookkeeping ?

Risk & Regulatory Advisory ? Anti-Crisis Management ?

India-UAE Advisory ? Private Advisory ?
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https://iraaglobal.com/audit/
https://iraaglobal.com/tax/
https://iraaglobal.com/business-setup/
https://iraaglobal.com/accounting-bookkeeping/
https://iraaglobal.com/risk-regulatory-advisory/
https://iraaglobal.com/anti-crisis-management/
https://iraaglobal.com/india-uae-advisory/
https://iraaglobal.com/private-advisory/


IRAA Insights

Insight beyond
numbers.
W H A T  N E X T ?

www.iraaglobal.com/insights

IRAA Global

D U B A I  O F F I C E

503 Mustafawi Carpet Building

Sharaf DG Metro Exit 1

Dubai, United Arab Emirates

C O N T A C T

+971 56 921 0222

+971 50 677 9455

info@iraaglobal.com

www.iraaglobal.com

© 2026 Copyright owned by one or more of the Iraa Global entities. All rights reserved.

Iraa Global refers to the holding entity, Iraa Global LLC FZ, which owns and manages the IRAA
brand and oversees its associated entities. Iraa Global LLC FZ does not directly provide services to
clients.

The IRAA brand operates through a network of affiliated entities, all registered in Dubai Mainland,
including IRAA Accountants LLC, IRAA Management Consultants LLC, IRAA Properties LLC, and
Rays and Insight Chartered Accountants LLC (partner firm). Each entity is a separate legal entity
and operates independently.

Company structure: www.iraaglobal.com/company
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